
 August 9, 2016 

Woodmere  

Education Center 

A summary of the Board of Education Meeting 

Board Members:  Scott McInnes, President; Cheryl May, Vice President; Jonathan 

Altus, M.D., Melissa Gates, Mitchell A. Greebel, Daniella R. Simon, Stephen B. Witt 

Regular Meeting 

Administrator Reports 

 Superintendent’s Report was given by Dr. Marino, who discussed the new education law called 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which was signed into law by President Obama in Decem-

ber 2015. The final draft of the regulations for school districts is expected in late fall. HWPS re-

sponded to requests for feedback regarding the regulations. Dr. Marino commended the hard 

work of the custodial and maintenance staff in readying our buildings for the start of the new 

school year. He reviewed the success of the many summer programs run by the District.  

 Mr. Secaur provided a report from the Office of Curriculum and Instruction, where he discussed 

the preparations underway for the start of the new school year. Superintendent's Conference 

Day is planned for September 2 and will offer staff members more than 56 workshops over 

three sessions throughout the day. The District’s Annual Professional performance Review 

(APPR) plan has been approved by the NYS Education Department. Curriculum writing for the 

new school year is also underway. Results from the 3-8 testing is available, although it is diffi-

cult to gauge results based on the percentage of students refusing to take the tests. He will be 

meeting with department chairpersons and principals in the near future to assess the data. 

 Mr. Frontario informed the Board that his transition process is continuing. He has familiarized 

himself with the District’s financial management system, as well as all of our budget lines and 

codes. He has met individually with all members of the Business Department, as well as our 

architects, head custodians and the president of the HW Endowment Fund. He attended an Au-

dit Committee meeting on August 2.  

  Mrs. McNiff provided a Human Resources update and shared a story about a former HW em-

ployee who began working for the District in 1947. Upon the employee’s death in 1966, a tree 

was planted on the lawn of the Woodmere Education Center in his honor and a handmade 

memory book was created. The employee’s family has donated the book to the District and it 

will be displayed at the Center for Adult Life Enrichment in the near future. She also provided 



an update on staffing. Most of the open positions in the District have been filled and preparation 

for the New Employee Orientation on August 30 are underway. All labor contracts have been fi-

nalized. Once again, the District will offer flu shots for all employees in the fall.  

 Dr. Lo Verde reported on an exciting new tool for WMS and HHS students called the Practical As-

sessment Application System. This system will assist students in preparing for future careers, 

help them to develop job-related skills, teach them about work ethics, and introduce them to nu-

merous occupational fields.  

Board Committee Reports 

 Mr. Greebel commented that the Special Education Committee recommends for approval the rec-

ommendations of the Committee on Special Education and the Committee on Preschool Special 

Education.   

Board Member Reports 

 Mrs. Gates informed attendees that she, Dr. Marino, and Dr. Altus attended the NYSSBA Law 

Conference, which was very informative.  

Other Business 

 The Board discussed each item on the consent agenda to see if there were questions or com-

ments. These items are normally discussed during a Work Meeting, but since there is no Work 

Meeting in August, Board Members were given an opportunity to discuss these items at the Reg-

ular Meeting.  Questions were posed from Board Members on the Universal Pre-Kindergarten 

contracts and the bid for transcript services. 

 Mr. Frontario reviewed the Budget Status Report, including the amount to be raised by taxes, 

and all of the District’s reserve accounts. 

 The BOE reviewed the Budget Development Timeline for the 2017-2018 school year budget. The 

Board agreed to hold one meeting each month prior to the regularly scheduled Work Meeting. 

Additional evening meetings will be held in January and March, as well as the Public Budget Fo-

rum and the Annual Budget Hearing. All meetings will be listed in the District calendar. 

 The consent agenda was approved by the Board of Education. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  Work Meeting: Wednesday, September 14, 2016, 7:30 PM  at Wood-

mere Education Center. Regular Meeting: Wednesday, September 21, 2016 at 8:00 PM at Wood-

mere Education Center 

 

NOTE: All agendas and supporting documentation for the August 9, 2016 meeting can be found by 

clicking HERE! 

 

http://hewlettwoodmereschoolny.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=1356

